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A Walkability Audit is a methodical examination of how 
pedestrian-friendly a route may or may not be. 

The word Walkability means the “ability to walk”. 

  
Ballycullane NS is a 4 teacher school situated in a small rural village. 
The current school population is 57. The school faces a petrol 

station in the centre of the village. The main pedestrian entrance to 

is located on a road which leads to a housing estate. The school 
does not have a car park. There is a pedestrian crossing on the 
main road. There is a footpath of varying widths linking the school 
to the new community centre. Prior to the completion of this 
footpath the school had to rent a bus to transport children from the 
village to the community centre due to safety concerns. 



Objectives: 

Members of the school population identified a possible 
walking route to school to audit. 

1. We wanted to identify any issues with the route and 
propose solutions. 

2. We wanted to measure the width of the footpath at 
various points. 

3. We wanted to see if the route is safe to walk for P&S. 

 



We used a number of tools on the audit to record our findings: 

• Maps of the route 

• Recording sheets 

• Recording devices (stop watch, measuring tape, metre 
sticks) 

• Hi-visibilty vests 

• Camera 

• Pencils/Clipboards 

 



Description of the route audited: 
 
     We audited the route from Ballycullane NS (A) through 

the village to Tintern Community Centre (B). This was 
identified to be a route that many students could use as 
a Park and Stride location. The map below identifies the 
route taken (marked as a blue line). The distance 
covered was 700m and took 9 minutes to walk. 



We noted the following findings from our Walkability Audit: 

More details and photos of these findings can be viewed in 
the pages following. 

1. There was no school car park so cars were forced to park up on 
the footpath. However there was ample disabled spaces which 
were left empty. 

2. One light was broken on the pedestrian crossing on the main 
road. 

3. There was significant moss growth on the footpath outside the 
school (along the main road). 

4. The path was cracked an uneven in various locations. 
5. One house along the route had an open gate with 3 dogs 

running loose. There was another dog behind a gate along the 
route. 

6. Some trees were overgrown along the footpath, limiting space. 
7. The width of the footpath varies greatly along the route: 50cm 

– 2.4m. 
8. There was broken glass on the ground at the graveyard car 

park. 
9. There was adequate dishing on the new section of the footpath.  
10. The road surface was in good condition, there were few 

potholes. 
11. The ‘Slow School Ahead’ painting on the road was not legible. 
12. The school signs were not clearly visible. One is positioned at 

the post office and due to cars parking and overtaking on the 
narrow road, it is likely that the sign goes unseen.  

13. 50 cars, 4 lorries, 4 vans and 4 tractors passed the group during 
the duration of the audit. 
 
 



A summary of our recommendations is below: 

1. Designated spaces should be available for school staff 
and visitors to the school. 

2. The lights on the pedestrian crossing should be fixed 
and operate more frequently. 

3. The moss should be removed from the paths and the 
surface should be fixed. 

4. Local pet owners should be informed of safety practices 
regarding pets, gates etc. School children should be 
educated regarding appropriate behaviour around 
unknown animals. 

5. The hedges and trees should be cut back to make more 
space on the paths. 

6. The footpath should be mended to ensure that it is 
consistent along the route e.g. kerb height, dishing, 
surface for all community members. 

7. Have regular clean up/monitoring of potential litter black 
spots. 

8. The ‘Slow School Ahead’ sign should be re-painted. 

9. The School signs could be moved to make them more 
visible. 

 



      There is no clear parking spaces 
outside the school –cars are 
parked on the footpath. 
Pedestrians forced to walk on 
rough muddy path surface. 

 The sign needs to be re-

painted, is illegible. 

 The path surface outside the 
school is rough and covered 
in moss which can be quite 
slippery in certain weather. 

 The footpath narrows to approx 
50cm and is cracked. There is no 
alternative path across the road. 
It is not wide enough for prams, 
buggies or children’s bikes. 



 Further along the footpath 
it is wide enough for 3 
children to walk 
comfortably and has 
appropriate dishing at 
junctions. 

 It would be beneficial to 
have this kind of surface 
and dishing consistently 
throughout the village 
path. 

 The children identified 
broken glass on the 
ground at the graveyard 
car park. 

 Solution: Regular clean 
ups, installation of a 
recycling centre at this 
location. 



Thank you for reading our report.  
 
Please contact us with your feedback using the details below. 

School Details: 

Green-Schools Travel Education Officer 

Email: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Phone: 

School: 

Name: 

Noeleen Doyle 

ndoyle@eeu.antasice.org 

087 791 7562 

ballycullanens.ias@eircom.net 

051 562 542 

Ballycullane National School 

Ballycullane 

Margaret Furlong: Principal 

New Ross, Co. Wexford 


