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Ballycullane National School is a 4 teacher school
situated in a small rural village between
Wellingtonbridge and New Ross, Co. Wexford. The
current school population is 57. The school recently
received new bicycle parking from Green Schools/An
Taisce funding. Many students and teachers enjoy
cycling to school in the summer and autumn terms.

A Cycleability Audit is a methodical examination of how
cycle-friendly a route may or may not be.

The word Cycleability means the “ability to cycle”.




Members of the school population identified a possible cycling
route to school to audit.

KObjectives:
1. To identify positive aspects of a popular cycling route to
the school.

2. To identify any negative aspects of a popular cycling route
to the school.

3. Inform the school community aboutpupils cycling to
school.




We used a number of tools on the audit to record our findings:

Bicycles and helmets
Maps of the route
Recording sheets
Hi-visibility vests
Camera
Pencils/Clipboards
Analysis sheets
Risk assessment




Description of the route audited:

The route we took formed a loop. We audited the route
from Ballycullane N.S. (A/D) towards the crossroads near
Burkestown (B), past Nolan Stoneworks near (C) and
back to the School (A/D) This was identified to be a
route that many students use to cycle to school. The
map below identifies the route taken (marked as a blue
line) and the school (yellow marker) The distance
covered was 5km and took 20 minutes to cycle.



We noted the following findings from our Cycleability Audit:

1. The road surface in the village was excellent.
2. The sign for the railway bridge was covered by foliage.

3. Once outside the village the road surface had dips and was
unec\llen where a cyclist would position themselves on the
road.

The speed limit was 80km. Traffic appeared to be moving at
the speed limit or faster.

A baby rabbit ran out in front of one of the group.

Further on the route another bridge sign was damaged —
had been hit by a truck or tractor.

Litter was spotted at the side of the road.
Hedges had been cut but the road had not been swept.

TheCTe was a rocky margin on the L roads and gravel on the
road.

10. The route was scenic with wild flowers and fresh air!
11. We met tractors on the route.

12. One part of the road was so narrow we had to pull in to let
a car past.

13. There were dogs on the route but the gate was closed.

14. Horses cross the road frequently at one section but there
was no sign.

15. All cars gave the group space and passed the group safely.
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More details and photos of these findings can be viewed in
the pages following.



A summary of our recommendations is below:

1. The signs should be visible — trim the branches if
possible.

2. Repair broken road signs.

3. Resurface the road — the filled in potholes have an
uneven surface.

4. Loose gravel can cause bikes to skid and cyclists are in
danger from chippings and stones hitting them if thrown
up by other traffic.

5. Reduce the speed limit on country roads from 80km to
60km, especially on L roads and near dangerous bends.

6. Ensure that if hedges have to be cut, the roads must be
cleaned afterwards.

7. Erect some signs to notify drivers that there are cyclists
on the road.



There were spaces to pull in
and rest — mostly in

The hedges had been cut
but the road had not been

people’s drive ways cleaned. We dismounted to
prevent punctures.

The road surface was good There were dogs at this
and there was lovely junction who barked. The
scenery and wildlife, gate was closed so they

including rabbits could not get out.




The road was quiet and
nice to cycle on. It was
narrow when meeting

traffic due to the grass.

We had to pull in when
meeting a car — see
picture below.

Perhaps remove the
grass from the centre of
the road to make more
space for traffic.




Thank you for reading our report.

Please contact us with your feedback using the details below.

Green-Schools Travel Education Officer
Noeleen Doyle
Email: ndoyle@eeu.antaisce.org

Phone: 087 791 7562

School Details:

Name: Margaret Furlong

School: Ballycullane N.S.
Ballycullane, New Ross
Co. Wexford

Email:  Ballycullanens.ias@eircom.net

051 562 542



